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President
Florine Swanson

ACCW has a three- pronged 
mission – leadership, 
spirituality and service.  In 
this issue of The Link, we are 
featuring service.  

One of our service projects 
this past month was 
the coordination by our 
organization of providing 

masks for all of our priests, both active and retired.  
There are currently 100 priests in our Archdiocese.  We 
welcome the addition of three new priests who were 
ordained this month, at which time ACCW presented 
each one with a special blue Jerusalem Cross stole and 
their own mask as well as monetary gift.

From a vision by our Spiritual Director, Father Dan 
Knipper, to an email to our Deanery Presidents and 
Representatives, every priest was covered with one or 
two masks in just two weeks.  How exciting for me to 
watch this project come to fruition in such short order.  

During my presidency I have found lots of items to 
add to the ACCW archives at the Archdiocesan Center 
in Dubuque.  One of those items was a listing of the 
efforts that our members did during World War II.  
The yellow mimeographed sheet shared how to make 
gauze compresses, hospital shirts and rolled bandages.  
My immediate response was, “When the need is great, 
everyone rolls up their sleeves and makes it happen.”

Over the years layettes have been the major service 
project of ACCW.  In addition numerous churches 
have sewing circles making quilts.  Last year we added 
two additional possible service projects for parishes 
to consider, making sanitary kits for women and girls 
in low resource countries and partnering with Cross 
Catholic Outreach to fill Boxes of Joy for Christmas.  
Now is the time to consider these additional efforts in 
your local parish or cluster or deanery.

The National Council of Catholic Women have 
numerous partner organizations.  A summary of those 
are included in this newsletter.  My special President’s 
project is support for Refugee Women through Catholic 
Relief Service.  

Are you a “Mary or a Martha”?  I recently read an article 
that said most ACCW members are Martha’s and that is 
certainly reflected in all the service efforts we take on.  
But the Mary side of us is not forgotten.  Read about the 
planned ACCW Retreat this coming November 14 at 

Reinbeck and our continued sponsorship of the Beauty 
in Christ Conference in January.    

Thank you for all each of you do to serve others. 

I would like to give a tribute of heartfelt thanks to our 
Archbishop, Priests, Deacons and all the others who 
contributed to bringing the Masses and Easter services 
in to our homes by way of social media.

As I write this article, we have just finished the season of 
Lent, then Holy Week and Easter Sunday.

This is part of the Liturgical Year that I have always liked 
the best. We are fasting, praying, and offering sacrifices 
to challenge ourselves to be better servants of God. Then 
comes Holy Week, with all the special church services 
to remind us of the reality of what Jesus did for us. That 
Jesus sacrificed Himself for us, to die for our sins, so 
that we may have eternal life. After that comes Easter 
Sunday, the best Sunday to be in church and celebrate 
with our faith family It is the climax to all of the sadness 
we have experienced during the Triduum. Easter is here! 
Alleluia! He is Risen!

However, Lent, Easter and so far, the following Easter 
season has posed, for us, a different type of celebrating 
these times. Due to the coronavirus, things were turned 
upside down to our traditional services and celebrations. 
It was truly heartbreaking to hear that churches were 
to be closed, because of the dangers of spreading this 
terrible virus which so many were contracting. There 
is such sickness, many deaths, and grieving going 
on throughout the world. We had the challenge of no 
Sunday Masses to be attended by the faithful, even 
before the Holy week services. We were told that social 
distancing is the answer to not spreading the virus, stay 
home, only go to grocery stores, pharmacies, and only 
essential businesses are to be open. Now, we have the 
economy problems in our nation. Well, we do know 
where to turn and that is to Jesus, just in a different way 
than usual. As we couldn’t go to the church building, 
due to the new method of technology, the church 
services were brought to us.

To all of the clergy, again thank you for your great 
efforts and challenges in remaining diligent in using 
technology, to keep communicating with your brothers 
and sisters in Christ. Let us all join together in mutual 
prayers for each other and an end to the coronavirus. 
You are our heroes in Faith! God bless all of you.

Vice President
Yvonne Kisch
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President Elect
Joanne Pohland

“Ignorance of Scripture is 
Ignorance of Christ” 
—St. Jerome

As we prepare to celebrate 
the 100th Birthday of 
the National Council 
of Catholic Women, we 
realize that we are indeed 
women of faith and women 
of action.  We are called to 

respond in faith to do the work of our Lord.  As Council 
members, we are called to take up the challenge to be 
women of faith and women of action.

Since March, we have faced challenging times.  As 
I write this article, our parishes are still unable to 
celebrate public Masses.  And while we long to receive 
the Eucharist, it is important for us to recognize that 
we are still called to pray, to help sustain our spiritual 
lives.  While this time has been discouraging at times, 
we know that we still have “Good News”, that is the 
Gospel of Jesus.  What better way to sustain and remind 
ourselves of the “Good News” than by reading the 
Gospels every day?

This can be accomplished in many ways.  We can 
immerse ourselves in the Gospels by attending daily 
Mass, but when we are unable to attend Mass, we can 
read the Gospel of the day.  References to these can be 
found in many parish bulletins as well as at a number 
of Catholic websites.  At the website of the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops http://www.usccb.org/, 
you will find a calendar with the readings for each day.

One way of reading scripture that can truly help “pray” 
the scriptures is a method known as lectio divina or 
“holy reading”.  There are four parts to lectio divina.  
They are reading, reflecting responding, and resting.

Spiritual Advisor
Fr. Dan Knipper 

I wish all of you a Blessed Easter season, as well as the 
feasts of Ascension, Pentecost, Holy Trinity, Corpus 
Christie, and Mother’s Day!

In the name of the Archbishop, priests and seminarians 
of the Archdiocese of Dubuque I thank the Archdiocesan 
Council of Catholic Women for the gift of face masks. 
Within two weeks of the requests for masks they were 
delivered! Amazing work and so appreciated! God bless 
you!  

Words fall short on all the feelings, incidents and results 
of these past months as a result of Coronavirus Pandemic. 
Perhaps we have contracted the virus, known someone 
who has contracted the virus or been touched by the 
effects of it through loss of work, increased workload 
within the health system, loss of economic stability and 
loss of our spiritual schedule. This is especially felt with 
the closure of churches, inability to celebrate the great 
feasts of Holy Week, Easter and all the other feasts that 
we celebrate within our spiritual family that we call 
“parish”. This pandemic has been horrible in many ways, 
but I have heard so many positive, spiritually uplifting 
things that have happened during these last months. 

Over and over I heard so many people say how much 
they missed Mass in “their church.” They missed their 
friends, they missed the physical presence of their 
pastor, they missed the liturgy and especially they 
missed the “Food of Life” Jesus Body and Blood. They 
also said that seeing their pastor and the archbishop on 
the various communication platforms through TV and 
the computer gave them a security and hope that God 
still cares about us,  God still loves us and God gives us 
the strength to endure all the pain that we experience  - 
all is not lost, in God we trust!

I thank all of you who made the media available and 
thus enabling all of us to join in prayer, to hear and see 
our spiritual leaders and to have our stress level lowered. 
I also heard that “attending” Mass in our living room 
in our pajamas doesn’t take the place of being in the 
building called “church”. One family related how they 
gathered in the living room, dressed in their Sunday 
best, sitting standing, kneeling and responding just like 
they were in church as they watched the Mass on TV – 
wonderful!!!

The effects of this pandemic - physical, mental and 
spiritual - will last a long time. Each of us has been 
affected in one way or another. Societies in the past who 
experienced similar horrible events found their faith 

in God, their prayers and the support found in their 
family and community sustained them and eventually 
strengthened them and enabled them to live through it 
all.

My prayer is for you. I ask God to grant you a realistic 
view of where you are, the strength to withstand the 
adversities of the present and the removal of all undue 
stress in life. May the Holy Spirit guide you on your way. 
May Jesus, the “way” the “truth” and the “life” give you 
renewed physical and spiritual health. Amen 
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Mark your calendars now and plan to attend these 
special offerings! 

 
Archdiocesan Women’s Retreat: The Visitation

After a well-attended 2019 Archdiocesan Women’s 
Retreat, sponsored by ACCW, the Spirituality 
Committee has decided to offer a women’s retreat in 2020. 
Mark your calendars to attend The Visitation, based on 
a retreat featured on NCCW Spirituality Committee. 
The retreat will be held Saturday, November 14, St. 
Gabrielle Church, Reinbeck. After this time of isolation 
and social-distancing, we believe women of all ages will 
be eager to gather in friendship and to rejoice, like Mary 
and Elizabeth, on the ways God has been working in our 
lives. This day will feature witness, prayer, conversation, 
and good food! Mark your calendars and invite your 
friends, sisters, mothers, and daughters to attend with 
you!

 

Spirituality
Mary Pederson

MENTORING continues to be the focus of the 
Leadership Commission, “Women Embracing Women” 
resource and now during the current year, the US 
Catholic Bishops new parish program, “Walking with 
Moms In Need”, www.usccb.org/moms-in-need.

The current NCCW Leadership Commission has 
created a couple of useful free resources for members 
and parishes. The first, “I’m a Catholic, Call A Priest” 
downloadable identification wallet size emergency 
cards; print individually or on card stock sheets to 
share with family and members. Secondly, a two-sided 
NCCW centennial year membership promotional flyer, 
that can be personalized with contact information for 
any parish event. This handout works well as a bulletin 
insert or poster. Spanish versions of both resources are 
also available from nccw.org. Take advantage of the 
new tutorials from the NCCW Office to help acquaint 
& access all aspects of the website.

Share your Council activities or happenings on the 
NCCW “Affiliate Page” including a photo and a 100 
word or less paragraph description. President Florine 
provided a wonderful submission of the priests 
COVID-19 face masks project made by Dubuque 
ACCW members during Holy Week for that online 
page and The Witness. Great idea and job noted by 
other nationwide Dioceses.

Thank you for renewing your Council membership and 
your leadership,

Leadership Commission
Alma Meyer

Begin by slowly and prayerfully reading a scripture 
passage.  Pay particular attention to a word or phrase 
that speaks to you in a special way.  You may wish to re-
read the passage several times in order to “know” how 
God is speaking to you.

After you have read the scripture, you can reflect or 
meditate on it.  You may want to ask yourself what 
this passage means to you.  This is the time to allow 
the passage to interact with your own thoughts in an 
effort to “hear” and “let the word of Christ dwell in you 
richly” (Col. 3:16).

In the third step of the process, after “listening” to what 
God has said to you, it is time to dialogue with God, 
speaking to Him as you would speak to your best friend. 

Finally, it is time to rest in the embrace of God.  This 
time of contemplation allows the word of God to speak 
to our hearts, in silence.

Lectio Divina is a way of breathing in deeply the Sacred 
Scripture and have Scripture truly be an encounter with 
the Living God who speaks to us often.

May we always know the “Good News” of Jesus as we 
continually reflect on the words of the Gospels!

President Elect (Continued)
Beauty in Christ: January 30, 2021 

Mark your calendars as ACCW will once again be 
sponsoring, and working with, the Archdiocesan 
Women’s Conference Committee to present a unique 
opportunity for women to gather and experience 
electric speakers, praise and worship, prayer, and great 
fun!!! Look for more information to come!!!

 
Women’s Studies:

Women long to gather, so why not start a women’s study 
in your parish or neighborhood? We have many resources 
available, whether you choose to gather virtually or face 
to face, you’re a young mom or grandmother, you’re 
married or single, widowed or divorced, a stay at home 
doer or a professional worker. Please contact us for more 
information and for fresh ideas!
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Deanery Doings
Cedar Rapids Deanery
Sue Martinek makes masks for 
the Cedar Rapids Deanery priests 
and the Archbishop. Alma Myer 
mailed them with an ACCW 
information sheet 

Decorah Deanery
Mary Rausch, President 

Evelyn Secora an active ACCW member of Fort 
Atkinson, IA passed away February 11, 2020.  She was 
the Mother of our native son Rev. James Secora.  At 
her funeral, Evelyn was honored by the presence of our 
Archbishop Jackels, 28 priests, members of the ACCW, 
family and friends.  A noon luncheon followed. 

A call came that we need to get Face Mask to our 
Decorah Deanery priests and to priests who help within 
our Deanery.   The reason was there were no face mask 
available to purchase.  After several calls the women of 
the Decorah Deanery got their sewing machines going 
and got very busy sewing face masks. One big snag was 
the availability of elastic or rubber.  It was amazing what 
we found in our sewing baskets.  Some ladies found 
elastic and rubber to finish the 28 face masks that were 
mailed to the priests.  Each priest received two cloth 
washable face mask.  We mailed them on April 10th and 
the priests received them the next day.  The priests were 
very grateful and I received “Thank You” phone calls 
and emails. A big thank you to all the ladies who made 
face masks for the 1st Responders and local Firemen 
and to all who donated materials and helped with the 
delivery of face masks.

The Decorah Deanery Priest Appreciation set and 
planned for April 30 had to be cancelled for the present 
time because of COVIDP 19.  It will be rescheduled. 

 
 
 
 
 
St. Francis of Assisi 
Parish in Ossian 
completed layettes

 
 

Province Director
Nancy Larson

Hello Dubuque ACCW members,

I want to thank all of you for your wonderful corporal 
works of mercy during this Pandemic and at other 
times this year. You so swiftly coordinated making face 
masks for priests, seminarians and other organizations. 
Thank you also for your work these many years making 
layettes, pillowcase dresses, and mats. You are truly gifts 
from God.

Secondly, I want to invite you to the NCCW  100th year 
convention August 26-29 in Washington D.C. It’s a 
great opportunity to hear wonderful speakers, celebrate 
prayer, learn about parish resources, and meet other 
Catholic women. Along with, tours of D.C. there will 
be Mass at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception, and entertainment from the 
Jersey Tenors. Check it all out at the nccw.org website.  
Don’t forget to join the NCCW and to use their resources 
in your parishes. If you use Amazon Smile. give your 
credit to the NCCW. They appreciate your support.

 Thirdly, I’m asking all of us to continue to pray for our 
families, and others who suffer during this challenging 
time. Positives in these times are going to Jesus instead 
of our worldly resources for guidance and having more 
family time. As St. Padre Pio says “The rosary is the 
weapon of our times.”  St. Theresa of Lisieux says it 
best. “In trials and difficulty, I have recourse to Mother 
Mary, whose glance alone is enough to dissipate every 
fear.” I remember going to a friend’s house on Friday 
night and her foster mom making us all kneel down, 
to say the rosary before we went out. I wasn’t so happy 
about it then, but can appreciate it now.  Our moms, the 
nuns, and other women in our lives were such great role 
models. They were instrumental in developing our faith. 
Mental health issues are increasing, Check out the 2019 
NCCW rosary meditations for Peace and Healing for 
those dealing with suicide, loss, and bullying concerns.

If you have any questions about the NCCW or our 
Province, feel free to give me a call.

Prayers to Our Lady of Good Counsel for all of you.
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Marshalltown Deanery
Monica Fulton, President

The women of the Marshalltown Deanery as always 
have been busy doing service projects. 

Lisa Hemesath reported that the Story Marshall Cluster 
CCW ladies have had several projects. St Mary in Colo 
was prepping for the Deanery meeting...we know how 
that turned out.   St Gabriel in Zearing had their annual 
Soup Day fundraiser.  Many community members 
were served and the free will offering was tremendous.  
Proceeds were used for community and church needs.  
St Joseph State Center ladies prepared and delivered 
care packages to elderly, home bound or otherwise 
isolated parishioners.  They also hosted World Day of 
Prayer in March for the West Marshall community 
churches.  Thirty-five people from local churches 
attended. St. Joseph also live-streamed the crowning 
of Mary. The crowning was done by five members of 
the first communion The students also prayed a single 
decade of the rosary.  To go bags of treats, prepared by 
the CCW ladies, were sent home with each family. 

Jolene Johnson from St. Cecilia, Ames said they haven’t 
had any meeting since early March. Some of the circle 
members have been making masks and donating them 
to the hospital and other 

CCW members from St. 
Henry and St. Mary are 
participating in Adoration 
from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
at St. Mary Church.   Masks 
were sewn (by parishioner 
Denise Holubar, ) for 
Fr. Bernie Grady and Fr. 
Tom Braak, both retired 
in Marshalltown, and Fr. 
Dennis Conway, pastor of 

Circle of Saints cluster. A parishioner made masks for 
Fr. Alan Dietzenbach, Fr. Michael McAndrew, and 
retired Fr. Dwayne Thoman.   I offered them to the 
parish Coordinator of Faith Formation.   Among the 
events canceled due to Covid-19 were Marshalltown  
Ecumenical Lenten Breakfast hosted by St. Henry, St. 
Mary’s spring rummage sale,  St. Mary’s Palm Sunday 
breakfast, and St. Henry bake sale.   During this time 
of staying in places The Circle of Saints Cluster of 
Belle Plaine, Chelsea and Tama are concentrating on 
supporting the local pantry and making calls to shut ins 
to see how they are doing.

On March 4, 2020 the Marshalltown St. Francis of 
Assisi -St. Henry CCW group gathered for their 
monthly meeting. The group started their meeting 
with recitation of the rosary and then enjoyed a pasta 
luncheon. Fr. Michael McAndrew gave a presentation 
on his life before and after his ordination. He also 
narrated some slides from a trip to areas in the Holy 
Land when he was seminarian. During the business 
meeting Rose Ann Jero shared with the group that 100 
years ago on March 4,1920 the NCCW was started. 
She reminded the group that in August of that same 
year the passage of the 19th amendment granted 
women the right to vote. Rose Ann provided some 
interesting history of the NCCW’s formative years and 

even donned “a fur hat and gloves” 
depicting some of the attire that 
might have been worn by those first 
ladies as they headed to a meeting 
to formulate plans for the NCCW. 
Rose Ann provided “Birthday 
Balloons” for the luncheon tables. 

 Mason City Deanery
When the call came out for masks for all of the priests 
in the Mason City Deanery, numerous members 
stepped up to make masks for not only the priests in 
the Deanery, but also for others.  Monica Staudt of 
Holy Family Cluster made over 200 masks including 
two for her priest, Father Blake.  One was black and 
one was white, both with gold crosses.  Others were 
donated to the local hospitals and clinics.  Ann Kunst 
of Clear Lake coordinated the effort to cover all the 
active and retired priest at Clear Lake, Mason City 
and the Archangels Catholic Cluster which includes 
churches at Britt, Buffalo Center, Duncan, Forest City 
and Lake Mills.  Marty Doerning, who is the secretary 
of the Webster City/Williams parishes, made masks 
for everyone on their staff.  And a member of the 
Eldora parish made sure Father Earleywine of the 
Community of Disciples Cluster of Iowa Falls, Eldora 
and the linkage with Ackley and Hampton had masks.  

Prior to the restrictions of Covid 19 the ACCW 
Spirituality Committee met at Clear Lake, hosted by 
Ann Kunst at St. Patrick’s Church. 

I took on this task 
To make you this mask 
Made with LOVE 
Blessed by God above 

 

Deanery Doings (Continued)
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New Hampton Deanery
Local church group volunteers, mostly ACCW members 
from Immaculate Conception Church in Charles City, 
helped with food distributions from the NE Iowa Food 
Bank, “mobile pantry stop” on Apr. 8. The local Messiah 
Food Pantry had been closed due to the coronavirus 
concerns.

Each of 116 households, and 241 individuals, received 2 
boxes of much needed food, in just one hour of time. Due 
to good organization, all safety measures were taken to 
protect volunteers, who wore face masks, and gloves. 
Patrons were checked in for eligibility never having to 
leave their vehicles, then got in line where the food was 
then loaded in to their trunks by the volunteers, keeping 
everyone safe at all times. The people receiving the food 
were very appreciative and the volunteers remarked on 
what a wonderful way it was to be of service to others. 
Also, some were given a small treat at the end of the 
line—a bag of fortune cookies!

With concerns for our priests working in close proximity 
with the public at this time of social distancing, the idea 
for each deanery to make masks for them to wear, came 
from the ACCW President. We immediately picked up 
on that and within days, thanks to the help of our caring 
ACCW members, we had two masks made for each of 
the priests in the deanery, one to use and one for a spare 
or to give to retired priests in the deanery. The masks 
were delivered safely to the parish offices.  All with a 
message of our love and concerns for them and all that 
they do for us. 

Deanery Doings (Continued)
Waterloo Deanery
Nancy Steffen, President

The Waterloo Deanery did not have any face to face 
business meeting this quarter. Ladies gathered on several 
occasions to work on service projects. About 80 gowns 
have been made so far for nursing homes. Julia and 
Margaret Babinet made 325 masks so far. One hundred 
and ten were delivered to St Luke’s in Cedar Rapids. 
Seven were sent to New York and the rest of them were 
distributed locally. We have made one surgery hat so far. 
WE are still working on homeless mats. Our goal is to 
make 100 by  November 1. 
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NCCW 100 Years
 
Continued from 
the spring issue of 
The Link page 10. 

 
THE SECOND TWENTY-FIVE 
YEARS (1945-1970)

• Focused on international relations, just peace 
treaties, human rights and the opposition to 
genocide.

• Pledged support for the United Nations.

• Started an International Affairs program and 
collaborated with the National Catholic Welfare 
Council’s War Relief Services now known as 
Catholic Relief Services (CRS), a continuous NCCW 
partnership since 1946. Including the “Madonna 
Plan” which was established in 1958 to improve 
the well-being of mothers and expectant mothers 
through projects in health, education and financial 
security around the world.

• Promoted the Catholic Press and “healthy reading 
habits” through the establishment of parish libraries 
and subscription to diocesan newspapers.

• Endorsed minimum wage, Social Security and 
health insurance legislation.

• Launched The Military Council of Catholic 
Women; MCCW.

• Developed a formal leadership training program 
known as the Leadership Institute.

• In 1970, Associates of NCCW Inc. was founded and 
will celebrate its 50th Year of support.

These history facts can be found and explored in more 
detail in the new NCCW’s 100th Anniversary Book that 
can be ordered via the nccw.org Store.

Hope you are having fun researching and recognizing 
women, celebrating your legacy in programs, 
anniversary displays & historical skits. Many parishes 
in the past kept photos, clippings and scrapbooks of 
groups, activities and events. In this digital era, we’ll 
have to make special efforts to continue to print & label 
photos, preserve documents, for the next 100 years 
commemoration.

Our Lady of  
Good Counsel 

Consider Nominating for 2020 Our Lady of Good 
Counsel Award

Do you know a woman in your parish that has given 
generously of her time and talents to the parish and 
community?  Why not nominate this individual to be 
honored as the 2020 ACCW Our Lady of Good Counsel 
Award?   Nominations are open June 1 to September 16.  
Do some brainstorming with your ACCW group and 
have a committee work on a nomination.

The Award will be presented at the ACCW Annual 
Meeting set for October 24 at Holy Trinity Catholic 
Church in Protivin. 

Here is what is needed for the nominee.  Two letters of 
support/endorsement of the nominee.  One from the 
parish and one from a past or current diocese officer or 
leader in ACCW. Nominee’s resume including ACCW, 
Arch/Diocesan and community activities, education, 
family, work and volunteer involvement and other 
relevant service. 

We know there are deserving women in our 
communities and I hope you will consider taking the 
time to nominate them.   Questions contact Barbara 
Sauser sbsauser@netins.net or call 563-852-7033. 

Walking with Moms in Need: A Year of Service

The USCCB has invited all parishes in the United States 
to join in a nationwide effort from MARCH 25, 2020 TO 
MARCH 25, 2021 to implement a program to pray and 
support pregnant women and mothers in their parishes.  

For those of us in the Dubuque ACCW, many parishes are 
already collecting items for their local birthright and mothers 
in need programs.  I hope you will continue to support your 
local program. I also ask you to include pregnant women and 
mothers in your daily prayers.

NCCW Service Commission
Rozena McVey
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Box of Joy Challenges Catholics to 
Counter Secular Christmas Culture
It is never too early to start thinking about and 
planning for Christmas. During the pandemic 
you can make a few phone calls. Following are 
some suggestions: 

1. Find a leader to organize the event (leader 
can recruit a committee to help.)

2. Get support of priests; nuns, and pastoral 
councils. 

3. Brain storm ideas for covering the cost of 
shipping. (Discuss ideas to make it fun and 
inclusive.)

4. Kick off the event

5. Shop for items

6. Pack boxes

7. Box of Joy week to be announced

8. Leader delivers to drop-off location. 

More information will be available in the fall 
issue of The Link. You can also email Box of 
Joy @CrossCatholic.org.

Awards
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fr. Donald Komboh presents Anne Egan the St. Anne 
Award 

On February 22 at the Immaculate Conception Church 
in Summer at the 4:00 p.m. Mass. Fr. Don Komboh 
presented Anne Egan with the St. Anne Medal. . The St. 
Anne medal is the highest award given to persons who 
give unselfishly to Catholic young women in Girl Scouts 
of the USA and the Campfire Association. Anne Egan 
has been a Girl Scout Leader for 43 years for Troop #626 
in Sumner, Tripoli, Readlyn and Fairbank. The Award is 
given under to auspices of the Catholic Youth Ministry 
and in cooperation with the Dubuque Archdiocese 
Council of Catholic Women.  Her nomination shared 
that she leads with a spiritual and prayer presence.  She 
has trained many assistant leaders over her years.  She 
shared that she was just doing it one year at a time, 
asking others to step up and take the reins.  She was not 
able to recruit her replacement so she continued on in a 
leadership role.

Barb Sauser was present representing the Awards 
Committee for the Dubuque Archdiocese Council of 
Catholic Women.  For information on youth and adult 
awards contact Barb at sbsauser@netins.net. 
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ACCW
ACCW Contribution Sunday  
to be June 20-21
Each year on the Sunday closest to the feast day of our 
Lady of Good Counsel which is April 26, women of our 
parishes are asked to donate to the Archdiocesan Council 
of Catholic Women.  This year all of our plans were put 
on hold since we haven’t been able to join together for 
Mass.  Now that the Archbishop has announced that 
we will again have Mass as a community of faithful, 
we have rescheduled Contribution Sunday.  Emails will 
be going out to all of the priests and a mailing to the 
church secretaries.

In the meantime, consider making an individual 
sustaining membership of $10 or encourage your parish 
to become an affiliate member.  If you send funds for 
your parish, include the names, addresses and emails 
for 4 officers or members.  Mail to our treasurer, Mary 
Esther Pullin, 2185 W Shaulis Road, Waterloo, IA 50701  

Your membership makes possible the Beauty in Christ 
Conference, the Faith Alive meetings, an annual 
women’s retreat, support for our seminarians, deacons, 
priests, nuns and the Archbishop, as well as coordination 
of leadership and service projects.  

History of the ACCW Stoles in the 
Dubuque Archdiocese
The history of the priests ACCW stoles in the Archdiocese 
of Dubuque began with the National Council of Catholic 
Women’s Convention held in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania 
in 1979. The ladies of that diocese presented to every 
member of the clergy attending the convention that year 
an identical handmade stole. The image of the clergy 
assembled for the convention’s Eucharistic liturgies 
impressed a member from a Florida diocese who 
conceived the idea of an official stole for the NCCW.  
The following January a resolution for a NCCW stole 
was approved and designs from across the nation were 
submitted. The winning design came from a member 
in Alabama. It was deemed elegant in its simplicity. It 
consisted of four Jerusalem crosses, hand embroidered 
in blue cross stitch on the white stole, two of the crosses 
at chest height and two at fingertip length with the 
NCCW logo incorporated in the lower left cross. The 

four crosses symbolize the outreach of the NCCW to 
the four corners of the nation. The blue color of the 
embroidery was selected in honor of Our Lady of Good 
Council, Patroness of the NCCW.

The priest spiritual advisors of the A/DCCW attending 
the 1980 NCCW Province meeting in Miami were the 
first to wear the newly designed stoles.

Patterns were then made available to A/DCCW councils 
throughout the nation. The Dubuque ACCW was one 
of the first councils to adapt a plan to provide similar 
stoles for all the clergy of the archdiocese. A pattern 
was obtained replacing the “NCCW” with an “ACCW”.  
Bolts of white cloth  and skeins of embroidery thread 
were obtained. An afternoon was scheduled at St 
Mary’s Church in Waterloo and many ACCW members 
gathered to cut out the patterns and assemble stole kits. 
The kits were taken home by many women who hand 
embroidered the crosses and sewed together the stoles. 
Approximately 266 stoles were made and presented to 
all the priests of the archdiocese, active and retired. This 
fulfilled the desire of many priests for an expression of 
unity when gathered as a group.

Each year thereafter, a stole was made and presented to 
each newly ordained priest. 

Today the stoles are created using machine embroidery

ACCW’s Stole Maker
I have loved sewing since I was a preteen. You know 
the Barbie doll patterns, then summer shorts, tops and 
skirts. I once put an outfit together by hand sewing 
when the sewing machine quit! I took sewing into my 
family life as a wife and mother, sewing and mending 
for my kids and husband.

So in 2001 when I was 50, I got a fancy home sewing/
embroidery machine with the software to create my 
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16,000 stitches in each of the four embroideries on the 
stole.

I am honored to make these stoles and see it as a blessing 
and a work for the Church.

God Bless, Ann Dietrich

ACCW Recognitions, Awards,  
and Gifts
Women who make  contributions to ACCW by paying 
their sustaining memberships make it possible to pay 
for numerous projects. They join other women who are 
members of ACCW in:

Recognizing one outstanding woman in the archdiocese 
by presenting her the Our Lady of Good Council award 
at the  ACCW Convention,

Presenting medals and patches earned under the 
auspices of the National Federation of Catholic Youth 
Ministry to young girls in K-12,

Sending greeting cards to observe special events, as Easter 
and Christmas for the archbishop and archdiocesan 
spiritual advisor, the birthdays of archbishop and 
spiritual advisor, and special anniversaries (25, 50,60, 
and 65) for priests and to the Motherhouse for all nuns 
on the same anniversaries,

Sending Christmas cards to all seminarians and novices, 
with a spiritual bouquet,

Sending congratulatory cards to those entering the 
transitional or permanent deaconate,

Sending Easter cards to active permanent deacons in 
the archdiocese,

Sending newly ordained priests a card of congratulations 
with a gift of $25.  They are also presented with a white 
stole with blue Jerusalum crosses.

Arranging for Masses to be celebrated upon the occasion 
of the death of spiritual leaders and ACCW leadership.  

own designs. “Now this will take about a year or so to 
become proficient in digitizing your own designs” the 
educators at West Side Sewing in Cedar Rapids told me. 
Of course I shared my beginner endeavors with my St 
Joseph parish guild ladies. Even though I was more a 
sewist than a quilter I soon was making embroidered 
quilt labels. With Lenore Gardner RSM, another sewist 
at or parish I was able to make the Mercy logo on her suit 
jacket. Seminarian Henry Huber, also from our parish, 
soon asked me to embroider the center medallions for 
the vestments that his mom was making. I was uneasy 
as my learning curve was cut to three months!

In 2003 I came into ACCW as vice president in the 
Dyersville Deanery and soon was attending board 
meetings in Cedar Falls. One of the first embroidery 
projects I did for ACCW was a wall hanging with 
the ACCW flame logo and 12 Deaneries names as an 
ACCW gift for Monsignor Dean Walz.  At that time 
Cecilia Podhajski wanted to retire from stole making. 
I brought some embroidery samples to a meeting. Soon 
after Cecelia came to see me and brought a box of 
materials and embroidery thread. We had a great visit. 

Now I have made 
over twenty-five 
ACCW stoles for 
newly ordained 
priests since 2004. 
In addition I 
have made six or 
seven replacement 
stoles for those 
lost or worn out 
over the years. 
In 2009 I began 
annually making 
NCCW stoles for 
the silent auction 

at NCCW’s conventions. From that I’ve gotten several 
requests from throughout the country to make stoles. 

Over these ensuing years I’ve worked to upgrade the 
fabric from the heavy polyester to suiting polyester and/
or ecclesiastical fabric from Gaspard. Interfacing has 
vastly improved in the last 20 years. So instead of the 
stiff craft interfacing I’ve gone to an iron-on woven or 
knit interfacing. I’ve also adjusted the pattern to have 
various lengths to accommodate the stature of the 
individual. Machine embroidery also requires a good 
stabilizer to support the dense stitching. There are over 

ACCW (Continued)
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Save The Date
Mark your calendar now for the ACCW 
Convention on October 24 at Protivin.  
Enjoy the beauty of NE Iowa as you travel 
to this rural area.  We will be celebrating 
the 100th Anniversary of the National 
Council of Catholic Women.  There will be 
Mass with the Archbishop, great speakers, 
displays highlighting the work of our ACCW 
members along with a silent auction and door 
prizes and of course the opportunity to meet 
friends and make new ones.  

ACCW PARTNERS
The National Council of Catholic Women (NCCW) 
and the Dubuque Archdiocesan Council of Catholic 
Women (ACCW) partner together with a number of 
organizations.

Bread for the World 
(https://www.bread.org 
Have Faith. End Hunger.

Catholic Climate Covenant 
(http://www.catholicclimatecovenant.org) 

Earth Day Resources  
(https://clatholicclimatecovenant.
sal2017sesonofcreationprayerserviccopy1copy1 

Catholic Relief Services  
(http://www.crs.org/stories/catholic-relief-services-
and-national-council-catholic-women) 

New Water for Life Video

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AvOff-
wVfZs) 

Article:  CRS 75th Anniversary (https://75.crs.
org/stories/march/) 

Please send donations for CRS join programs to the 
NCCW Office:  200 N. Glebe Road Site 724, Arlington, 
VA 22203  Make checks payable to NCCW and 
indicate CRS and the program (Madonna Plan, Water 
for Life, Refugee Women, Help a Child, or general 
donation) in the memo line.  

Cross Catholic Relief Service

Box of Joy (https://crosscatholic.org/boxofJoy/)  
Box of Joy is an annual Christmas gift ministry 
organized by local Catholic schools, parishes 
and groups across the United States and 
facilitated by Cross Catholic Outreach.  Box 
of Joy provides a unique opportunity for 
Catholics of all ages to participate in a simple 
and tangible service experience that has both a 
material and spiritual impact on the poorest of 
the poor in low resource countries.  

Catholic Mobilizing Network  
(https://catholicmobilizing.org) 
Ending the Death Penalty, Promoting Restorative 
Justice

ACCW (Continued)
Education for Justice  
(Https://educationforjustice.org/) 
A project of Ignatian Solidarity Network 

National Catholic Educational Association – NCEA 
(http://www.ncea.org/)

National Fund for Catholic Religious Vocations 
(https://www.nfcrv.org/)  
We are dedicated to increasing the number of women 
and men entering religious communities by offering 
financial assistance to religious institutes, providing 
resources to alleviate educational debt, and seeking 
contributors to invest in the vital religious life of the 
church.  

Religious Alliance Against Pornography 
(http://www.religousalliance.org)

U.S. Catholic Sisters Against Human Trafficking 
(http://www.sistersagainsttrafficking.org)

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
(http://www.usccb.org)

The Associates of the National Council of Catholic 
Women, Inc.  
(https://www.nccw.org/wp-conten/uplads/2020/03/
Associates-Brochure-2019-21 .pdf) 

Friends of NCCW for WUCWO, Inc.  
(https://www.nccw.org/wp-content/
uploads/2018/03/Friends-Of-NCCW-For-WUCWO-
newsletter-2018-2-5-18.pdf) 

World Union of Catholic Women’s Organizations 
(http://www.wucwo.org)
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Jackie Reiter
1925-2020 

ACCW President 1988-1990  
From LaPorte City

Jacqueline “Jackie” Catherine Reiter passed away April 30, 
2020 at Arlington Place, in Grundy Center. She was 94 years 
of age. Her husband, Harold P. Reiter, preceded her in death 
on April 21, 2015.

Jacqueline Catherine Bedard was born July 4, 1925, at the 
family home in Eagle Center Twp., Iowa. St. Mary of Mount 
Carmel Catholic Parish in Eagle Center was an integral part 
of Jackie’s whole life. She graduated from high school there 
in 1942. She and Harold married were married at St. Mary of 
Mount Carmel on Nov. 11, 1942, shortly after her graduation. 
All 15 of her children were baptized in that same church and 
attended services there each and every week, traveling in the 
family station wagon, just 3 miles from the family farm.

As a devoted team, Harold and Jackie farmed in the Eagle 
Center area while raising their eight daughters and seven 
sons. She was wife, mother, grandmother, friend and 
cheerleader extraordinaire. but always leaving time for 
church, the rosary, fun, friends and relatives get-togethers, 
and Sunday afternoon picnics at parks.

Jackie was active in both the St. Mary of Mt. Carmel parish 
and the ACCW Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Woman. 
She served on the board in a variety of capacities including a 
term as ACCW president. She loved her flowers, crocheting, 
sewing and especially playing Scrabble, Cribbage, and many 
other card and board games. And she loved to dance!

She is survived by her eight daughters and six of her seven 
sons as well as 102 grandchildren and great-grandchildren 
and 26 step-great and great-great grandchildren.  

Services were handled by White Funeral Home in Jesup. 
They were adjusted due to the pandemic. 

Betty Humpal
1933-2020 

ACCW President 1992-1994  
Sumner

Elizabeth “Betty Humpal, 87, died Saturday March 28, 2020 
at Hillcrest Home in Sumner. Betty was born January 4, 
1933 at the family home in rural Chickasaw County. She was 
baptized January 7, 1933 by Father Costelloe and confirmed 
May 12, 1947 by Archbishop Edward Fitgerald, both at 
Immaculate Conception Catholic Church in Sumner.

She received her early education in the Sumner Schools 
prior to moving to Waterloo to live with her sister. She 
continued her education in the Waterloo School.  She began 
her nursing career at St. Mary Hospital in Rochester where 
she also received her nurse’s training. Betty continued 
working in heath care at St. Francis Hospital and Covenant 
Hospital in Waterloo. She later specialized in the Dialysis 
units at Independence. Waterloo and Waverly.  Following her 
retirement from nursing, Betty was a nanny and housekeeper 
at Harrah’s in Reno, Nevada.

Betty was a faithful member of Immaculate Conception 
Catholic Church in Sumner where she led the Rosary, was a 
member of the Ladies Guild, helped cook meals for the fall 
dinner and senior citizens meals.

She served as President of ACCW The Archdiocesan Council 
of Catholic Women from 1992-1994 and was Iowa Province 
Director from 2001-2003.

Betty had a love for travel with took her all over the world.   
She is survived by numerous nieces and nephews.

Due to the Covid 19 Pandemic a memorial mass will be held 
at a later date.

 THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE 
Remembering ACCW Past Presidents
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Dubuque Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women (ACCW)
2020 MEMBERSHIP/CONTRIBUTION GUIDELINES

Individual Sustaining Memberships

Sustaining membership is $10 which includes the 
subscription to the newsletter, The Link.

Mail contribution forms and checks to: 
Mary Esther Pullin 
ACCW Treasurer 
2185 W. Shaulis Rd. 
Waterloo, IA 50701

Checks should be made payable to “ACCW”

Please submit contributions by June 30, 2020 for convention voting purposes or by December 31, 2020 to close the fiscal year.

National Council of Catholic Women’s (NCCW) Parish Affiliation is $100 annually.   
Individual NCCW membership is $50 annually.  
Checks should be made payable to NCCW and mailed to: National Council of Catholic Women  
       200 N Glebe Road., Suite 725 
       Arlington, VA 22203

For more information about the Dubuque Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women 
Go to www.DBQArch.org/ACCW or e-mail Florine Swanson at florineswanson@gmail.com

Mail parish officers information to: 
Lisa Hemesath 
ACCW Date Base Manager 
1116 240th St. 
State Center, IA 50247

Parish Affiliate Memberships

Suggested affiliate membership is $5 per woman in  
the parish.

Name: _____________________________ 

Address: ___________________________

________________________________ 

Email: _____________________________ 

Phone: ____________________________

Parish: _____________________________ 

CCW President: ________________________ 

Address: ___________________________

________________________________ 

Email: _____________________________ 

Phone: ____________________________
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The Link - Notices and Requests 

Pope Francis’s prayer to Mary during 
coronavirus pandemic
 
O Mary,
you always shine on our path
as a sign of salvation and of hope.
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the 
Sick,
who at the cross took part in Jesus’ pain, 
keeping your faith firm.
You, Salvation of the Roman People,
know what we need,
and we are sure you will provide
so that, as in Cana of Galilee,
we may return to joy and to feasting
after this time of trial.
Help us, Mother of Divine Love,
to conform to the will of the Father
and to do as we are told by Jesus,
who has taken upon himself our sufferings
and carried our sorrows
to lead us, through the cross,
to the joy of the resurrection. Amen.
Under your protection, we seek refuge, Holy 
Mother of God. Do not disdain the entreaties 
of we who are in trial, but deliver us from 
every danger, O glorious and blessed Virgin.
 
Our Lady is always close to us, especially 
when we feel the weight of life with all its 
problems. ~ Pope Francis ~

June 20-21, 2020 Our Lady of Good Counsel Sunday

July 8, 2020 Executive Committee - Zoom Call 

July 22, 2020 Board Meeting at St. Stephen, Cedar Falls

August 5, 2020 Deadline for The Link

August TBD, 2020 Chrism Mass, Priest Convocation etc.

August 26-29, 2020 NCCW Convention at Alexandria, Virginia

September 1, 2020 Deadline for reports for Convention Book

October TBD, 2020 Executive Committee - Zoom Call

October 24, 2020 ACCW Convention - Protivin

November 5, 2020 Deadline for The Link

November 14, 2020 ACCW Retreat “The Visitation” -Reinbeck

ACCW Calendar  
2020

Pope Francis’s Prayer
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June 20-21, 2020 Our Lady of Good Counsel Sunday

July 8, 2020 Executive Committee - Zoom Call 

July 22, 2020 Board Meeting at St. Stephen, Cedar Falls

August 5, 2020 Deadline for The Link

August TBD, 2020 Chrism Mass, Priest Convocation etc.

August 26-29, 2020 NCCW Convention at Alexandria, Virginia

September 1, 2020 Deadline for reports for Convention Book

October TBD, 2020 Executive Committee - Zoom Call

October 24, 2020 ACCW Convention - Protivin

November 5, 2020 Deadline for The Link

November 14, 2020 ACCW Retreat “The Visitation” -Reinbeck
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The Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women 
Empowers, Educates, and Supports all Catholic 
Women in Spirituality, Leadership, and Service.

The Link is the official publication of the ACCW 
and is available to affiliates and individual 
members. 

For more information we invite you to visit  
www.DbqArch.org/ACCW
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